Syllabus: American Government CP
Mr. Dustin Householder

Room: 207

I. Classroom 

A. Seating charts will be used, Mr. Householder has final approval/moves
B. Be in your seat and prepared to learn when the bell rings, students are to remain in their seats until dismissed.

C. Classroom care:

1. Please do not write or mark on our tables

2. Keep chairs on the floor, those who don’t will learn while standing.

3. Let’s make sure trash makes it into the can before you leave each day.

D. Discipline:

1. Act with respect and you will be treated with such in return

2. Discipline problems will be handled based on school policy.  I will deal with problems in class.  However office referrals can and will be used if needed. (You are now Upper Class Students and will be expected to act as such).

E. Absences from class

1. Absentee work will be based on school policy.  (See student handbook)

2. Class Passes: must use handbook, do not abuse this privilege.

II. Grading: School Grade Scale: Student Handbook 
A. I do not give grades, you earn them

B. Grade Types

1. In and out of class assignments, Chromebook integration

2. Class participation and attendance (Better attendance will always lead to greater performance).  Over 18 unexcused absences will result in no credit for the course!

3. Writing: Writing Assignments: we will implement the Chromebook with your writing, revisions and completion.

4. Quizzes/AIR Test Prep
5. Tests: (MC, 2 pt. SA, 4 pt. ER, AIR Test prompts) Make up tests may differ from the original

C. Late work will be based on school policy (again see your handbook)

III. Course Content

A. American Government is an upper level course covering major facets of our governmental and political systems, current issues, economics, cultural groups, and problem solving. Since this is a College Prep Class, you will be required to do independent reading on current events, Supreme Court Cases, and other class materials, through which you will be expected to form your own opinions.  Also you will be required to complete some long-term writings that will be assigned throughout the year.  Class discussion is highly encouraged and I hope to hear your fact-based opinions!  

Course Map (Topics)


Unit 1: Foundations of Government: Ch. 1 & 2



-Governmental Forms, Developing America’s Government


Unit 2: The U.S. Constitution: Ch. 3, 13, & 14 (sec. 3-5)



-Bill of Rights, Amendments, Minority Rights, Rights of Accused



- The Northwest Ordinance & Ohio’s Constitution: Ch. 23

Unit 3:  The American Political System: Ch. 16, 17, 18, & 19


-Voting, Public Opinion, Political Parties, Interest Groups
      Unit 4:  Pluralism and Citizenship: Ch. 14 (sec. 1-2) 



-Immigration, Citizenship

      Unit 5:  Federalism: Ch. 4



-National and State Governmental interaction


Unit 6:  The Executive Branch: Ch. 8 & 9



-The Presidency

      Unit 7:  The Legislative Branch: Ch. 5, 6, & 7



-Congress and its functions

      Unit 8:  The Judicial Branch: Ch. 11 & 12



-The Supreme Court and Federal Court System

      Unit 9:  Economics and Ohio/Local Government: Ch. 24

IV. Textbooks: you will be given a book to take home. We will also have an in-class set.
Workbooks: you will be given a workbook; Mastering Ohio’s American Government Assessment, to keep (these are part of your fees), you must bring it to class everyday.  If we are working out of the workbook and you do not have yours, you will have points deducted.  Do all work in your workbook in pencil, we will always grade in blue ink.

Chromebook: bring to class every day, be sure to follow handbook rules concerning its uses.  You will use the Chromebook daily as a learning tool, research companion, as well as a writing device.  You will turn in assignments through Blackboard unless otherwise directed.

Web: It is your responsibility to turn in assignments correctly, using the proper format.  Example: no hard copies when I ask for electronic.  Work turned-in using the incorrect format will be considered missing.
Class Website: I will update the class website regularly.  You can find it through the Academics link on the New Lexington High School Website.
